UNIVERSITA POLITECNICA DELLE MARCHE

DIPARTIMENTO DI SCIENZE ECONOMICHE ESOCIALI

LINKSBETWEEN TRANSNATIONALISM
INTEGRATION AND DURATION OF RESIDENCE:
THE CASE OF EASTERN EUROPEAN MIGRANTSIN
ITALY

ERALBA CELA, TINEKE FOKKEMA & ELENA
AMBROSETTI

QUADERNO DI RICERCAN. 386*
ISSN: 2279-9575

Novembre 2012



Comitato scientifico:

Renato Balducci
Marco Gallegati
Alberto Niccoli

Alberto Zazzaro

Collana curata da:
Massimo Tamberi

* La numerazione progressiva continua dalla serie denominata:
Quaderni di Ricerca - Dipartimento di Economia






LINKSBETWEEN TRANSNATIONALISM, INTEGRATION AND
DURATION OF RESIDENCE: THE CASE OF EASTERN
EUROPEAN MIGRANTSIN ITALY

Eralba CelaTineke FokkemaElena Ambrosetii

Abstract

Transnationalism of first-generation migrants, ligsuzonsidered as the core element of their
migratory projects, is taken nowadays to some éxXtergranted. Several migration scholars
have mainly focused their research on demonstrétiegomplementarity or dualism between
integration and transnationalism and the degrepea$istence of the latter over one’s life
course and generations. In line with this reseatud,aim of the present study is to examine
empirically the relations of transnationalism wdhration of residence and integration of
Eastern Europe communities in the specific caskabf. Data come from the Integrometro
survey 2008-2009, encompassing more than 4500 rBa&eropean migrants, currently
representing half of the foreign population inytallowing us to study nationalities that have
been overlooked by migration research in transnatidopics. Our results clearly show a
positive relationship between migrants’ economidegnation and transnationalism,
suggesting that economic resources facilitate tlaént®nance and development of cross-
border ties. Being more integrated socio-culturaligwever, is accompanied with weaker
transnational practices. Moreover, the level ohdrational behaviour decreases the more
years Eastern European migrants spend in Italyctwbannot be fully attributed to a higher
level of socio-cultural integration.
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LINKS BETWEEN TRANSNATIONALISM, INTEGRATION AND
DURATION OF RESIDENCE: THE CASE OF EASTERN
EUROPEAN MIGRANTSIN ITALY

1. Introduction

For a long time, migrants were assumed to assinilavitably over time. The classical
assimilation theory argued rather convincely thatlbnger migrants stay in the host society,
the more they will be integrated and the less thilyremain connected to their home country
(Alba 1985, Alba and Nee 1997, Gordon 1964). Altllovesearchers were aware of migrants
sending remittances or travelling back for vacatiothe country of origin, according to that
mainstream of migration studies, countries of orighd destination were considered as two
different and separate societies (ltzigsohn anat&m2002).

A major shift of thinking, however, occurred sinte introduction of the concept of
transnationalism into the migration debate in tR®0s. Transnationalism, defined as the
process “by which immigrants build social fieldathink together their country of origin and
their country of settlement” (Glick Schiller et &006), is a perspective introduced by the
cultural anthropologists Nina Glick Schiller, Lin&asch and Christina Blanc-Szanton (1992)
and has been developed afterwards by Portes (199®) and his colleagues (Portes et al.
1999) and applied to second generations as welkk@roa 2011; Fokkema et al. 2012; Portes
and Zhou 1999; Schneider et al. 2012). This prooesslts in multiple social relations that
transcend national borders linking migrants and-mogrants in different countries (Basch et
al. 1994, Faist 2000, Portes et al. 1999). Accalginthe introduction of the transnational
paradigm has shaped and influenced scholars’ ctinocegbout the migration phenomenon
and its multiple faces in relation to the multigpaces, giving room to connect the two
dimensions ‘here’ and ‘there’, represented by &ifel relations in the settlement country and
those at the origin.

The emerging transnational perspective pushedngsa to move forward the study
of migrants’ process of integration in the hostistycand to focus also on migrants’ multiple
ties with their country of origin (Guarnizo et &003). More particularly, it has challenged
migration scholars to think more deeply and credyivabout the linkages between duration of

residence and integration on the one hand andnasiogalism on the other hand. As a result,



segmented assimilation theory emphasizes the impoetof individual and contextual factors
in determining the degree of integration and, amtto the classic assimilation assumption,
do not consider any more the ties with the homentguas a barrier to integration process.
The theory of segmented assimilation acknowledfesekistence of both strong ties with
countries of origin and successful integration pattto the countries of settlement. It argues
that migrants could become part of the middle ctedgses, integrate in the economic sphere
while sending remittances back home (Guarnizo.€2(fl3, Portes and Rumbaut 2001, Portes
and Zhou 1993). In the last two decades, scholaliswing the segmented assimilation
perspective address the multiple links migrantsweeaith their countries of origin, although
they become more and more integrated into the smseties (Basch et al. 1994, Faist 2000,
Glick Schiller et al. 1992, Itzigsohn et al. 198%visto 2001, Levitt 2001, Portes et al. 1999),
suggesting that migrants’ ties with their home dopmlo not imply a slower assimilation
pattern, but, as argued by some scholars, cangmogive of a successful adaptation into the
host society (Portes et al. 1999).

However, not all scholars agree with the assumesitipe relation between migrants’
integration and transnationalism (Basch et al. 1$2dst 2000, Portes 1997) and only a few
studies have focused on “how transnational prastt@nge over time or the extent to which
they remain salient beyond the first generatioré\itt 2001: 196). Doubts about an universal
positive relationship between integration and tnatisnalism are strengthened by real life
data: different degrees of integration and tranenatism occur across migrant groups. While
some migrant groups are characterized by a higal lefs integration and a low level of
transnationalism, others are marginalized and eedun the host society and do not have
strong ties with their homeland either. Moreovet, all migrants live in transnational spaces,
and for those who are engaged in border-crossiagtipes linking host and home country,
variation in types and strength of transnatiores tccur.

To represent the broad range of transnational ipesceind to make the complexity of
the relationship between transnationalism and ratezn more manageable, a number of
researchers have identified typologies of transnatism. In this approach the issue of time
(duration of residence in the host society) is fiegture in understanding the evolution of
transnational behaviour and the motivations of saobhnges. Faist (2000), for instance,
distinguishes three different typologies of trarigmeal spaces: (1jransnational kinship
groups characterized by reciprocity and obligations aghemall groups like family members
or within kinship/friendship relations. An outcoratthis transnational space is, for example,
represented by remittances as co-insurance infoagatement sent back home to the
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household members to insure the risk of worsenfritped economic and social conditions of
the family at home. Short-lived transnationalisnal assimilation as the time goes by, due to
family reunification and/or death of first-genecattimigrants, are the outcomes of this first
typology. Hence, the underlying assumption ipaaitive relationship between duration of
residence and integration anchegativerelationship of duration of residence and intagrat
with transnationalism; (Zyansnational circuitstypical in trading networks, characterized by
mutual obligations among actors involved. This tggy applies, for example, to
entrepreneurs who exploit their advantages like tamguage and networks in more than one
country, allowing them to establish cross-bordeoneenic relations. According to Faist
(2000) this kind of transnational space is the ownme of a successful integration in the
country of settlement. In this second typology, Wed the assumption ofpositive
relationships between duration of residence, imstiegn and transnationalism; and (3)
transnational communitiessuch as diasporas or village communities, charaeid by
enduring ties over time between migrants abroadthose staying behind, based on a sense
of solidarity arose from a common religion, natilityaethnicity, language, and/or culturia
this type of transnationalisnmo relationship is assumed between duration of reselend
integration on the one hand and transnationalisthemther hand.

ltzigsohn and Saucedo (2002), in the attempt tdyaeaincorporation and socio-
cultural transnationalism, identify three forms whnsnationalism: (1) thdinear one,
suggesting that, as time passes, migrants willnberporated in the host society, while the
ties between the movers and the stayers throughexample, remittances or travels back
home, will be “slowly weakened (lbidem: 773). Hendbe linear typology, like the
‘transnational kinship groups’ typology of Faisgsames gositive relationship between
duration of residence and integration into the rsmtiety and anegativeone between the
formers and transnationalism; (2fsource dependent transnationalisimplying the
availability of time and financial resources neeggdo engage in cross-border practices. As
those means are lacking in the beginning of one¢gation experience, Portes (1999) argues
that transnationalism is specific to the most sssfté migrant entrepreneurs who have the
necessary economic resources to engage in crodsfbactivities. In other words,
transnationalism materialize slowly, since it deggen the accumulation of the necessary
resources. Accordingly, like the ‘transnationalcuits’ typology of Faist, the resource
dependent transnationalism assurpesitive relationships between duration of residence,
integration and transnationalism; and (3) tleactive one, which could be the result of
discrimination or a negative experience of integrathat migrants face in the host society,
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related for example to the dissatisfaction witheearor social status. In this case migrants
pursue transnational activities, like sending réamites, in order to strengthen his/her
reputation at home (Portes et al. 199Bherefore, the reactive typology assunpesitive
relationships between duration of residence, eiwmhus(negative integration) and
transnationalism.

In sum, transnationalism and integration, considiénea broad concept, are processes
that represent two sides of the same coin, thidteisnigration phenomenon. These processes
can influence each other in a positive (as in thgecof segmented assimilation theory) or
negative (as in the case of classical assimilati@ory) way, or intersect several times over
the life course. More in general, the relationslifp transnationalism with duration of
residence and integration can be assumed to hdfieratit forms according to migrants’
characteristics (e.g. age-retirement, civil stafaslings of altruism, duty and loyalty) and
resources and specificities of the country of orighd destination (e.g. immigration policy
regime, discrimination, families and friends le&hind). As a consequence, not all migrants
are involved in transnational activities in the saway and to the same degree. In addition,
over one’s life course migrants could be more fedusn the host country than in maintaining
relations with the homeland (Kivisto 2001) and wasa, resulting in variation in forms of
transnational behaviour over time.

Prior research on the relationship between migsaménsnationalism and integration
has found mixed findings rather than evidence agietly pointing in any particular
direction. Some studies support the idea that ratemn and transnational ties are not
necessarily substitutes, but can be complementganicular in the case of economic
integration: Egyptian, Moroccan and Turkish firgtagration migrants with a stable
employment are remitting more money (Van Dalen|e@05); the level of transnational
engagement among second-generation young adultfudfish, Moroccan and former
Yugoslavian descent in several European countriegeases significantly in proportion to
one’s level of economic integration (Fokkema et28l12); transnational activities facilitate
successful adaptation among Colombian, Dominicah) 8alvadoran migrants, by providing
opportunities for entrepreneurship and economic ilitgbotherwise not applicable within
one country (Portes et al. 2002); socio-culturaégnation increases socio-cultural and/or
political participation into the home country amo8glvadoran, Dominican, and Colombian
migrants (Guarnizo et al. 2003; Itzigsohn and Sdoc2002) . However, in the research of
Sana (2005) among male Mexican migrants in the fdSinstance, the more successfully
integrated migrants sent remittances less oftenvearé less engaged in other transnational
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activities. In above-mentioned study of Fokkemaalet(2012), a negative association was
observed between second generations’ level of smdtaral integration and transnational

engagement. In the study of Itzigsohn and Sauc2o@?), there was support for the existence
of reactive transnationalism among Salvadoranshm WS, as a reaction to a lack of

assimilation. The same type of transnational behawvas found among the Salvadorans in
the US in a study of Landolt et al. (1999), andtfer Mayan community of Guatemala in Los

Angeles in a study of Popkin (1999).

Despite the large number of studies investigathegttansnational lives of migrants,
there is still a dearth of research on migrantergith and types of transnational activities
they engage in and their links with one’s duratbmesidence and integration process into the
host society. Firstly, so far the majority of seeslion transnationalism have been qualitative in
nature (Guarnizo et al. 2003) and mostly focusedspecific aspects of transnational lives
among a particular migrant group; there is a lacguantitative studies analyzing the overall
level of transnationalism across migrant groups @sdinks with factors like duration of
residence and integration. Secondly, most of tleeipus studies have been conducted in the
United States. Consequently, the transnational \betia of migrants in Europe is less
documented than the one among the main migrantpgrdqe.g. Mexican, Dominican,
Salvodorian, Colombian migrants) in the United &aFinally, as far as European studies are
concerned, the attention is almost exclusively $eclion the more old migration groups (e.g.
Moroccans and Turks) rather than on the more reoass, like those from Central and
Eastern Europe, and there are surprisingly few evatjye empirical studies across different
migrant groups (Fibbi and D’Amato 2008).

The emergence of mostly female communities frontdtasEurope in Italy, engaged
in the domestic sector, have increased the atteofionany scholars on the multiple relations
they maintain with the countries of origin. So fahe focus has particularly been on
motherhoods’ practices at distance and conjugatiogiships (Ambrosini 2005, Banfi and
Boccagni 2011, Castagnone et al. 2007, CatanzadoCaolombo 2009, Viase 2006). In
addition, some studies have been conducted ontbeithintegration patterns in Italy and their
ties with relatives left behind (Ban 2009, Cela aharetti 2011, King and Mai 2002). These
studies, however, are almost exclusively qualieat¥nature and restricted to one of the main
communities, like Romanians, Albanians, Ukrainiansl Poles. Accordingly, there is a lack
of quantitative research on the prevalence andmetants of transnational relations across
migrants from East Europe in ltaly.

This study addresses these gaps by examining ealpjirthe strength of transnational
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ties among Eastern European migrants in Italy aowl these ties vary by their duration of
residence and level integration into the Italiarcisty. As alternative and competing
hypotheses are possible regarding the relationsi@pgeen duration of residence, integration
and transnationalism (see the theoretically posstioinnections outlined above), the study

will be explorative in nature; no specific hypotes$ave been formulated beforehand.

2. Data and methods

The data stem from the Integrometro survey, a natiwide survey on the specific topic of
integration, carried out during October 2008 — EHaby 2009, in 32 provinces and towns
across ltaly, selected according to the high inugeof migrants and their diversification in
relation to the socioeconomic context. Respondevdse selected using the aggregation
center sampling technique (Baio et al. 2001 ), Whi a suitable method for taking into
account both legal and illegal migrants. This mdtilogy had two steps. The first one is a
random selection of those places that are frequessited by migrants from developing
countries. The underlying assumption is that irhgacritory migrants are considered as a set
of statistical units, that for daily activities mamnts necessarily need a number of contacts with
some centers or ‘aggregation places’ that can figadfor unofficial (hospital, church, café,
associations, malls, phone centers, etc.), locatede territory. In the second step migrants
were selected random for the face-to-face interviégights were finally applied, in order to
avoid distortion in the sampling caused by the phility of a migrant to be present in more
than one center.

The aim of the survey was to get insight into tbgrde of migrants’ integration in the
Italian society (Cesareo and Blangiardo 2009). llrciies, an identical questionnaire was
used, which made it possible to pool the data 3¢#s.survey collected information on a total
sample of 12,047 individuals aged between 18 andy&drs old, among 128 different
nationalities from developing countries, with diffat religions and different types of
migration, both in terms of socioeconomic positard in terms of migration waves. For the
purpose of our analyses, the data set is reduceN=2484 individuals from Eastern

European countries.

Dependent variable

Transnationalism The Integrometro survey contains various indicattrat are
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generallyused to measumigrants’ level of transnationalism (eBeauchemin et al. 2011,
Fokkema et al. 2012, Kasinitz et al. 2008% our focus is on transnational behavipar se
rather than that on each transnational indicataiividually, we carried out a Principal
Components Analysis (PCAyith varimax rotation This analysis extracted one factor, with
an eigenvalue of 1.91 arekplaining 48 per cent of the total variancejng the following
indicators: (1)remitting based on the question ‘Do you ever send mongyuo country of
origin?’ with the answer categories 0=no never,essywhenever | can and when there is a
need, and 2= yes, regularly; (@turn intention proxied by the question ‘Do you intend to
settle in Italy?’ with the answer categories O=f@me 1=for a long period, 2=don’t know, and
3=for a short period(3) feelings of belonging to the country of origranning from O=not at
all to 3=very much; and (4iterest in the country of origjn.e. the extent to which one wants
to know what happens in their home country, runrfiogn O=not at all to 3=very much.
Table 1 shows the factor loadings, that is, theretation of each of these four
transnationalism indicators with the extracted daciAll factor loadings are above 0.50,
indicating that our chosen indicators strongly deiee transnational behaviour. Based on the
factor loadings, each respondent was assigned rsngitional score (regression scoring
coefficients, see Table 1, were used to calculaestore). After standardizing this to mean
‘zero’ and standard deviation ‘one’, we use th@gsreational score as the dependent variable
in the multivariate regression model. The intergiien of the transnational score is as

follows: the higher the score, the higher respotidéevel of transnational behaviour.

Table 1. Factor loadings and scoring coefficientsfansnational behaviour
(N- unweighted=3,484)

Scoring
Factor loadings| coefficients

Remitting 0.52 0.27
Return intention 0.56 0.29
Feelings of belonging to country of 0.82 0.43
origin

Interest in country of origin 0.81 0.42

Source Integrometro Survey

Key independent variables

Duration of residenceRespondent’s duration of residence refers tdethgth of time

(in years) one lives in Italy, measured by theat#hce between the year of interview and the

7



year at arrival.

Integration. The Integrometro survey included a series of qaestaimed at capturing
respondents’ integration into the Italian socidtl) educational attainment.e. the highest
level of education an individual has completed;gi@2)ployment statudistinguishingbetween
O=out of the labour force (retired, disabled, hevuiges, students), 1=employed with an
unstable labour market situation (temporary comtia@gular work) and 2=employed with a
stable labour market position (permanent contraaty business); (3jperceived economic
condition of the familywith the answer categories 0='we have difficdti® make ends
meets’, 1='we spend everything we earn’ and 2="wenage to save somethifg(4) self-
reported Italian-speaking proficiencyunning from O=not at all to 4=very well5) ethnic
composition of respondent’s friendsith the answer categories 0=only non-nativesndre
non-natives than Italians, 2=both, and 3=moredtalithan non-native§s) sympathy for the
ltalian lifestyle running from O=not at all to 1=very muth7) acceptance of exogamous
marriage i.e. the level of agreement with the statement ¢ase your daughter marry an
Italian man, to what extent would you approve thirriage?”, running from O=not at all to
3=very much;(8) feelings of belonging to Italyunning from O=not at all to 3=very strong;
and (9)interest in Italy i.e. the extent to which one wants to know whapgens in ltaly,
running from O=not at all to 3=very much. To obtaimeduced set of variables representing
integration, we ran a Principal Components Analysish varimax rotation on these
indicators. The PCA identified two factors, with aigenvalue of 2.51 and 1.29 and
explaining 28 and 14 per cent of the total variamespectively (Table 2). The first factor
mainly capture the non-economic indicators (4-9)l a therefore referred to as ‘socio-
cultural integration’, whereas the second factabgelled the ‘economic integration’, is highly
loaded on the economic indicators ‘employment statperceived economic condition of the

family’ and, to a lesser extent, ‘educational amtaent'> Following the same process as for

! pPersonal income, the objective measurement of iecamailable in the survey, was not included for two
reasons: respondents’ personal income variable cagegorical, thus impeding the calculation of amogx
income, and included many missing values.

%2 The respondents were asked to what extent thein dseour of seven lifestyle aspects of the Itadianamely
the way they (a) raise their children; (b) work} ¢go through the family relationships, (d) dress &) spend
their leisure time; and (f) their food. The respmoategories ranged from “don’t like at all (indlugldon’t have
information about it)” to “like it very much”. Thecores on these seven items were converted intswoneary
scale, reflecting the degree of sympathy for thkah lifestyle.

% The rather low factor loading of educational amaént oneconomicintegration is likely to be related to a
severe mismatch between migrants’ skills and j@bss is a contextual factor due to the Italian $tagion (and
lack of bilateral agreements with origin countriéisat does not recognize migrants’ qualificatioesulting in
their embeddedness in low skilled and paid jobsiauit possibility of upward mobility. At the sameng, the
factor loading of educational attainmentsmtio-culturalintegration is rather high, which is not surprggsgfiven
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the dependent variable transnationalism, an indalidsocio-cultural resp. economic
integration score was calculated: the higher thwescthe greater respondent’s degree of

socio-cultural resp. economic integration.

Table 2. Factor loadings and scoring coefficientssbcio-cultural and economic integration
(N-unweighted=3,484)

Factor loadings | Scoring coefficients

Socio- Economig Socio- Economic

cultural cultural
Educational attainment 0.33 0.24 0.12 0.16
Employment status 0.03 0.76 -0.04 0.60
Perceived economic condition of the
family 0.00 0.79 -0.06 0.62
Italian language proficiency 0.66 0.07 0.26 0.01
Ethnic composition of friends 0.72 -0.01 0.29 -0.06
Sympathy for Italian lifestyle 0.55 0.02 0.22 -0.07
Approval of exogamous marriage 0.55 -0.08 0.23 7-0.Q
Feelings of belonging to Italy 0.71 -0.01 0.29 6.0
Interest in Italy 0.58 0.17 0.22 0.09

Source: Integrometro Survey

Control variables

Finally, we included the following control variaklen the analyses: (1) responderitge at

arrival (measured in years); (8ender represented by the dummy variable manpgjner

status using two dummy variables comparing individualthva same-ethnicity partner and

those with a partner of a different ethnic backgiahuespectively, to unpartnered individuals;

(4) parent statususing two dummy variables comparing parents wiebddren are all living

in Italy and parents with one or more childrenriyiabroad, respectively, to those without

children; (5)religion, using a series of dummy-coded variables compavinglims,

Orthodox Christians, Catholics and those with aaotkligion, respectively, to non-religious

individuals; and (6fountry of origin distinguishing the main emigration countriesha t

Integrometro survey (5 per cent or more of thel lBestern European migrant population

that highly educated people generally have a mecalar and open worldview and that highly skille@yrants
are likely to experience fewer class and attituldiifferences with native-born populations anddod less

Discrimination (Fokkema and De Haas 2011).



sample) — Romania, Albania, Ukraine, Moldova anthid— from the other Eastern
European countries.

Table 3 provides descriptive information on allightes used in the analyses.

Table 3. Descriptive statistics of the dependedtiadependent variables
(N-unweighted=3,484)

Range
%| Mean| SD| Min| Max

Transnational 0.00{ 1.00( -3.56| 1.47
Integration
Socio-cultural 0.00 1.00| -3.36| 2.28
Economic 0.00 1.00| -2.31| 1.90
Length of residence 7.35] 4.65
Control variables
Age at arrival 29.8510.85
Man 41.5
Partner status (ref. no partner):

Partner, same ethnicity 74.1

Partner, other ethnicity 145

No partner 114
Parent status

Children, all in Italy 22.6

Children, one or more 36.3

abroad

No children 41.2
Religion

Muslim 19.1

Orthodox 47 .(

Catholic 22.7

Other 3.5

No religion 7.7
Country of origin

Romania 32.y

Albania 31.1

Ukraine 12.4

Moldova 5.0

Poland 6.4

Other Eastern European 12.4

country

Source: Integrometro Survey
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3. Results

To examine the impact of duration of residenceiatebration on the transnational behaviour
of first-generation Eastern European migrants, veitep multiple regression analyses were
carried out. Models 1, 2 and 3 subsequently inclide control variables, the duration of
residence variable, and the socio-cultural and @mon integration factors. The results of

these analyses are presented in Table 4.

Basic model

Looking first at the control variables in Model 4ge at arrival has the expected
positive impact on transnationalism. The effeclingar; additional analysis showed a non-
significant effect of the squared age at arrivélug, the younger the respondents were at the
time of their move to Italy, the less they wereeated towards their country of birth at the
time of the interview. Respondents’ gender alsorgasas a significant predictor: men report
higher transnational scores than their female @patts. With regard to the partner status, as
expected, it is not so much the fact of having d@nea that affects transnational behaviour,
but the ethnicity of one’s partner. Compared wihitditt single counterparts, respondents whose
partner is of the same ethnicity exhibit a highetemsity of transnational practices; no
differences in transnationalism scores are foundwéen those with an exogamous
relationship and those without a partner. Beingepicoupled with the residence of one’s
children is significantly associated with the leeéltransnational engagement. Parents whose
children are all living in Italy are less transoatlly engaged than their childless
counterparts, whereas transnational practices are frequent among parents who have one
or more children living abroad, presumably in tloenle country. The latter is likely to be an
‘automatic’ effect of exposure: migrants whose atgh are in the country of birth have more
opportunities and responsibilities to be involvedtiansnational relations, to travel to the
country of origin, to maintain various linkages hwithe country of origin (Beauchemin et al.
2011). Respondents’ denomination has an effectramsmationalism as well. Compared to
those who identify themselves as non-religious, IMigs Orthodox Christians and Catholics
report higher transnational scores; those with laoteligion do not diverge from the non-
religious ones. Finally, the level of transnatiasral is found to be linked with respondent’s

origin, being the highest among those born in Rbkamd Ukraine.
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Duration of residence

Model 2 shows that duration of residence has aifgigntly negative effect on
transnationalism: the more years living in Italiie tlower the level of transnationalism.
Additional analysis suggests that this effect igemar less linear: the coefficient of the square

of the duration of residence is negative but ngniicant.

Introduction of the duration of residence varialelads to a substantial increase of the
explained variance, from 15.6 to 17.4 per cent, dods hardly affect the direction and
significance of the effect of the control variabl@he only exception is that the previously
observed strong effects of having a same ethnpatyner (positive) and children living in
Italy (negative) lose strength substantially, alitjo both effects remain their significance.

Integration

Respondent’s level of integration determine themgagement in transnational
practices to a considerable extent, increasingeimained variance in Model 3 by 8.0 per
cent. The effect directions of socio-cultural armbreomic integration, however, are each
others opposite: the transnational score decresagesicantly in proportion to one’s level of
socio-cultural integration while a positive asstioia is observed between one’s level of
economic integration and transnational engageniMaoteover, the strength of the impact of
economic integration on transnational engagembatigh significant, is modest compared to
that of socio-cultural integration. All else equtde transnational score decreases by about
three-tenths of a standard deviation with eachdstahdeviation increase in the socio-cultural
integration factor score.

Once the economic and socio-cultural integratiomatdes are taken into account, no
significant differences are found anymore betwdendistinctive migrant groups. Additional
analyses show that the relatively high transnatisoare of the Polish migrants is mainly the
result of their low level of socio-cultural integian into the Italian society, while both the
high level of socio-cultural integration and thewldevel of economic integration are
attributable to the relatively high level of tramsional engagement among those born in
Ukraine. Furthermore, the previously observed pasieffects of being a man and having a
same ethnicity partner become insignificant, ash@onegative effect of having children who
all live in Italy. In addition, above-average lewdltransnational engagement among Muslims

reduces substantially once integration is takea atdcount, although the difference between
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Muslims and non-religious respondents is still gigant. The most relevant finding,
however, is the persistent negative effect of domadf residence on transnational behaviour,
suggesting that their relation can not be explaierdusively by a higher level of socio-
cultural integration over time. Overall, the vale included in the regression analyses

explain 25.4 per cent of the variance in the |®fe¢tansnational engagement.

Table 4. Determinants of the level of transnati@mmalamong first-generation migrants

from Eastern EuropéNfunweighted=3,484)

Model: 1 2 3
Control variables
Age at arrival 0.02*** 0.01 #*** 0.01 **
Man 0.14 ** 0.16 *** 0.08
Partner status (ref. no partner):
Partner, same ethnicity 0.18 0.12 * 0.10
Partner, other ethnicity| -0.10 -0.10 0.02
Parent status (ref. no children):
Children, all in Italy -0.23*** -0.12 * -0.07
Children, one or more 0.38 *** 0.43 *** 0.35 ***
abroad
Religion (ref. no religion):
Muslim 0.32 *** 0.28 *** 0.18 *
Orthodox 0.25** 0.22 ** 0.19 **
Catholic 0.17* 0.16 * 0.16 *
Other 0.12 0.10 0.09
Country of origin (ref. other Eastern
European country):
Romania 0.05 -0.02 -0.00
Albania -0.09 -0.07 -0.03
Ukraine 0.17* 0.15 * 0.09
Moldova -0.04 -0.11 -0.11
Poland 0.20* 0.20 * 0.13
Duration of residence -0.03 *** -0.02 ***
Integration
Socio-cultural -0.29 ***
Economic 0.14 *+*
Adjusted R2 0.156 0.174 0.254

** p<.001;**p<.01;*p<.05

Source Integrometro Survey
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4. Conclusions

The aim of our paper was to examine empirically strength of transnational ties among
Eastern European migrants in Italy and how thesseuary by their duration of residence and
level integration into the Italian society. We pued this goal through the analyses of
Integrometro survey data on migrants in Italy ancdued ortransnational behavioyser se
rather than on each transnational indicator indiglty. As alternative and competing
hypotheses are possible regarding the relationsi@pgeen duration of residence, integration
and transnationalism, the study was explorativesiture.

Immigrants’ transnationalism and integration araimed topics both in the political
and academic debate. Although they represent tdessof one phenomenon — migration —
maintaining transnational ties is sometimes comsitleeither to impede the integration of
migrants or to be a reaction to experiences of uskeh (negative integration) and
discrimination. This was partly confirmed by ouudy: a strong negative association is
observed between Eastern European migrants’ ldvebao-cultural integration and their
transnational engagement. However, in accordante séveral previous studies and the
‘transnational circuits’ and ‘resource dependenpologies of Faist and ltzigsohn and
Saucedo, respectively, there was a clear positelationship of transnationalism with
economic integration. The opposite directions @& #ffects of socio-cultural and economic
integration suggest that only economic resourceth(im terms of human capital and income)
are helpful in maintaining and developing transmai ties, while being socio-culturally

integrated in the host society weakens the ongalagions with the countries of origin.

As pointed out by Guarnizo and Haller (2003) wegard to Colombians, Salvadorans
and Dominicans, the national origin and the contd#xéxit and reception turned out to be
important determinants of migrants’ relations wiibime countries. This is the case of Poles
and Ukrainians, although their effects on transmatism are mediated by the level of
integration. This comes as no surprise: their $gecnigration motivations — pay for
children’s or nephews’ education, meet future nagei expenses, investment in housing at
home — and migration model — they come to Italg eather old age (40-50 years old), many
of them are widowed, divorced or just escape frosastrous marriage relations — strongly
affect their integration in Italy (Banfi 2009). baddition, institutional factors in Italy such as
migration and labour market policies affect theasgibilities to integrate or likelihood to be
marginalized and shape their projects. For Poligimen, for instance, entry in Italy has

become easier since 2004, the year that Polandddime EU. Before 2004, the obligation to
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repeatedly renew their work and residence pernassbdoosted pendular migration based on
the exchange/replacement of their work positiorhvaitco-national, generating a system of
circular migration at the same working place. Meeo the desire to take care of their young
children left behind is paradoxically representgdatstrategy of ‘staying at home’ instead of
‘leaving home and going away’ (Morokvasic 2004)rc@lar migration for Poles results in

irregular working conditions, that often is a cleisince a regular job would narrow their
possibilities to return more frequently at homentloace a year during summer holidays and
accordingly in less economic and socio-culturakegnation in Italy. Contrary to Poles,

Ukrainians enter lItaly usually with a short (fewydpn tourist visa and then become

overstayers. So their primary objective is to abi@ipermit of stay which takes a long time.

After becoming regular they return home once/tveigear (Banfi 2009).

Other individual characteristics that turned oub&associated with transnationalism
and for a large part through the mediating rolentégration, are gender and the ethnicity of
the partner: males and those with a same ethrpeitiner are less integrated into the Italian
society and hence, more transnational activists.eAplanation for the difference between
men and women can be found in the different germles within their exit context: for many
women migration represents both an escape route fratriarchal societies, unsuccessful
marriages, domestic violence etc. and an empowdrmpath, thanks to the economic
independence achieved. This process could congritutransform their migratory projects

into a definitive settlement and hence to weakerti#s with their country of origin.

The findings of our study also revealed a numbeandividual characteristics that are
associated with a high level of transnational eegant, regardless of their level of
integration: older age at arriving (which can bpraxy for a higher number of relatives and
friends left behind), the presence of childrenng/abroad (that implies close family contacts
in the home country and responsibilities and olilbges towards them), and being
Muslim/Orthodox/Catholic (probably religion acts asransnational institution, that helps to
keep alive and strengthen the community bonds ith @mvards Italy, as found in the
ethnographic study of Cingolani (2007) on Romaniendtaly). Perhaps the most striking
finding is the persistent negative relation of léngf residence with transnationalism, that is

not entirely attributed to a higher level of socigtural integration over time.

Our study, however, has some limitations, one efriost important is the missing
information about the composition of the family afiends left back home. Further

explanations of migrants’ transnational behaviauld be found thanks to further multi-sited
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investigation, not only quantitative, but also dadive, that is necessary to complete and
shed light to some aspects that quantitative aes)ysarried out only at the destination, are
not able to answer. More in general, we think @d#tough the emerging of a transnational
perspective has affected international migratioists, still a lot has to be done, since many
shortcomings play along with this perspective. @amytto the remittance topic, for example,
there are no concrete assumptions and hypotheseedlérom theoretical frameworks, but
only a huge variety of empirical (mainly qualita)vevidence, that have advanced our
knowledge concerning different aspects of transnatism. Accordingly, systematic research
on specific types of transnationalism, their magphét and determinants is still missing. Future
research on transnationalism has to challenge ignedtke how transnationalism is related to
the process of migrants’ integration in the regavsocieties and to the duration of the
residence: Why do studies repeatedly find a negatelationship between socio-cultural
integration and transnationalism?; And why is treat®nal engagement negatively associated
with duration of residence, irrespective of onegdl of integration? Probably the first step
towards answering these kind of questions is telbgva theoretical framework and generate

clear hypotheses that act as a baseline for fstudies.
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